
 

 

MATRIMONY - CHOICE OF READINGS AT OUR CHURCH 
 
(Only for unscheduled nuptial Masses) 
 
1. A reading from the Book of Genesis 1:26 –28, 31a 
God said, “Let us make man in our own image, in the likeness of ourselves, and let 
them be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven, the cattle, all the wild 
beasts and all the reptiles that crawl upon the earth.” 
God created man in the image of himself, in the image of God he created him, male 
and female he created them. God blessed them, saying to them, “Be fruitful, 
multiply, fill the earth and conquer it. Be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of 
heaven and all the living animals on the earth.” God saw all he had made, and 
indeed it was very good. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
 
2. A reading from the book of Genesis 2:18-24 
Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
him a helper as his partner.’ So out of the ground the Lord God formed every 
animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that 
was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to 
every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his 
partner. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; 
then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the 
Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the 
man. Then the man said, ‘This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this 
one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.’ Therefore a man 
leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
 
3. A reading from the Song of Songs 2:8-10, 14, 16a; 8:6-7a 
I hear my Beloved. See how he comes Leaping on the mountains, Bounding over 
the hills, My Beloved is like a gazelle, Like a young stag. See where he stands 
Behind our wall He looks in at the window He peers through the lattice. My 
Beloved lifts up his voice, He says to me, “Come then, my love, my lovely one, 



 

 

come. My dove, hiding in the clefts of the rock, In the coverts of the cliff, Show me 
your face, Let me hear your voice; For your voice is sweet And your face is eautiful.” 
My Beloved is mine and I am his. He said to me: Set me like a seal on your heart, 
like a seal on your arm. For love is strong as Death, Jealousy relentless as Sheol. 
The flash of it is a flash of fire, A flame of the Lord himself. Love no flood can 
quench, No torrents drown. When you are prosperous, they become your second 
self, And Lord it over your servants; But if you are brought low, they turn against 
you, And hide themselves from you. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
 
4. A reading from the book of Tobit 8:4-9 
Tobias rose from the bed and said to Sarah, “Get up, my sister; You and I must pray 
and petition our Lord to win his grace and his protection.” She stood up and they 
began praying for protection and this is how he began: “You are blessed, O God of 
our fathers; Blessed, too, is your name for ever and ever. Let the heavens bless you, 
And all things you have made for evermore. It was you who created Adam, You who 
created Eve his wife To be his help and support; And from these two the human 
race was born. It was you who said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone’ let 
us make him a helpmate like himself.’ And so I do not take my sister. For any lustful 
motive; I do it in singleness of heart. Be kind enough to have pity on her and on me 
And bring us to old age together.” 
 
The Word of the Lord 
 
5. A reading from the book of Sirach 6:6-12,14-15 
Let those who are friendly with you be many, but let your advisers be one in a 
thousand. When you gain friends, gain them through testing, and do not trust 
them hastily. For there are friends who are such when it suits them, but they will 
not stand by you in time of trouble. And there are friends who change into nemies, 
and tell of the quarrel to your disgrace. And there are friends who sit at your table, 
but they will not stand by you in time of trouble. When you are prosperous, they 
become your second self, and lord it over your servants; but if you are brought low, 
they turn against you, and hide themselves from you. Faithful friends are a sturdy 
shelter: whoever finds one has found a treasure. Faithful friends are beyond price; 
no amount can balance their worth. 
 



 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 
6. A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans 8:31b-35,37-39 
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with 
him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It 
is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
 
7. A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 3: 12-17 
You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you, and you should be clothed in 
sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. 
Bear with one another, forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has 
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep them 
together and complete them, put on love. And may the peace of Christ reign in 
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together as parts of one 
body. Always be thankful. Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home 
with you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in 
your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or do 
anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
 
8. A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20 
Be ambitious for the higher gifts. And I am going to show you a way that is better 
than any of them. If I have all the eloquence of men or of angels, but speak without 
love, I am simply a gong booming or a cymbal clashing. If I have the gift of rophecy, 
understanding all the mysteries there are, and knowing everything and if I have 



 

 

faith in all its fullness, to move mountains, but without love, then I am nothing at 
all. If I give away all that I possess, piece by piece, and if I even let them take my 
body to burn it, but am without love, it will do me no good whatever. Love is 
always patient and kind; it is never jealous; love is never boastful or conceited; it is 
never rude or selfish; it does not take offense, and is not resentful. Love takes no 
pleasure in other people’s sins but delights in the truth; it is always ready to 
excuse, to trust, to hope, and to endure whatever comes. Love does not come to 
an end. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
 
9. A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans 12:1-2,9-18 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 
good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing 
honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; 
extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in 
harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not 
claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought 
for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
 
10. A reading from 1John 3:18-24 
My children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this 
we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 
whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 
everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before 
God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 
commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we 
should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he 



 

 

has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides 
in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given 
us. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
 
11. A reading from 1 John 4:7-12 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God 
is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into 
the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God 
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one 
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected 
in us. 
 

The Word of the Lord 


