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Feeding the poor
St. Vincent de Paul with his compassion towards the poor

ensured that people would get a full meal.

Are we wasting food at our dinner table?
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PARISH PRIESTS

The Parish  Priest’s Team 2021 - 2022 

Left to right: Fr. Stephen Maria, Fr. Cedric Rozario,  
Fr. Michael Pinto (Parish Priest), Fr. Sunil D’Souza,  

Fr. Harold Vaz 
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PARISH PRIESTS

PRIEST PORTFOLIOS RESPONSIBILITIES

Community JBC,  LOURDES COLONY

Associations
PLT, SCC, Finance & Property Committees, Lourdes
Community Fund, Choirs, Divine Mercy, Eco-Cell, Hope & Life,
Lourdes Sports Committee, AA

Duty Days Thursday

Community BAUDI

Associations Bible Cell, Family Cell, Lectors, Reaching Out, Sr. Citizens

Duty Days Saturday

Community MITH CHOWKI, TANK COLONY

Associations
Sunday School, Confirmation, Living Waters, Konkani Prayer
Group, RCIA, Art Cell,  Communication Cell,   BCS,  Youth

Duty Days Wednesday &  Friday

Community TAMIL
Associations All Tamil Associations

Duty Days Tuesday

Community EVERSHINE, SLC  (Somwar Bazaar / Liberty Garden)

Associations
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers, Pre- Baptism, Legion
(English & Konkani), SVP, IRD,  Women Cell,  YAA

Duty Day Monday

FR. SUNIL D'SOUZA

PORTFOLIOS FOR THE YEAR 2021 - 2022
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH, ORLEM

FR. MICHAEL PINTO

FR. HAROLD VAZ

FR. CEDRIC ROZARIO

FR. STEPHEN MARIA
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Coronavirus - Snatching our Freedom
Melville X. D’Souza

It’s around a year & a half since the coronavirus 
first struck mankind, A large number of people 
have fallen victim to COVID-19 and have passed 
away during the course of the year, devastating 
entire families. The whole scenario seems very 
depressing.

The coronavirus seems here to stay, with the third 
wave threatening to swallow the human race. And 
we talk of Freedom - such a nice word, surely. See 
a little baby trying to wriggle itself out of the towel 
that he is wrapped in? Little children wanting to 
be free to run all around, youngsters wanting the 
freedom to choose their friends, to wear what they 
like, to do what they please. How, married couples 
want the freedom to live their lives, on their own 
terms.  

Look at the birds in the sky. How they love their 
freedom, flying around freely, knowing well that 
nobody can take their freedom away. Isn’t that a 
lovely feeling? Oh yes, we envy them. This song, 
‘Paloma Blanca’ from the George Baker selection, 
comes to mind at this moment. I’d like to reproduce 
part of the song below :

When the sun shines on the mountain
And the night is on the run…….
And I fly up to the sun……..
I can hear God’s voice is calling
For my golden sky light way
Una paloma blanca
I’m just a bird in the sky
Una paloma blanca
Over the mountains I fly
No one can take my freedom away….

How we wish we could say, I’m just a bird in the 
sky, and that no one can take my freedom away? 
On a personal note, at a certain Karaoke singing 
competition, me & my spouse signed up for the 
‘Duet’ category. The song - you guessed it! Paloma 

Blanca, one of our favourite songs, and we bagged 
the prize too! Little did I know however, that it 
would be her swansong, so to say, for, just a couple 
of months later, she flew away to her heavenly 
abode, succumbing to Covid. Did she hear God’s 
voice calling her, I don’t know. She has travelled 
on her golden sky light way. As I look around me, I 
realise that Covid had indeed taken away not just 
the freedom of my spouse or my freedom, but of 
several others as well from the neighborhood - 
friends, relatives, family members. Covid-19 has 
snatched away freedom from thousands of our 
fellowmen. What Freedom, then?

Against this depressing scenario, our country 
celebrates Independence Day - 15th of August, 
the day we gained freedom from foreign rule.  A 
day of rejoicing surely, but, Covid has put a lid on 
all celebrations. So what freedom are we talking 
about? What celebration?

Our daily life has been disrupted. Covid has robbed 
all sections of society of their freedom. How we’d 
like to sing, I’m just a bird in the sky and no one 
can take my freedom away!

So, where do we stand? Our country has gained 
freedom but we cannot travel freely to another 
country. In the days, weeks, months, years to 
come, we now need to tread cautiously. We cannot 
now take our freedom for granted. We need to be 
prepared, for we do not know when our freedom 
would be snatched away from us, from our loved 
ones. 

I came across this quote which seems quite 
appropriate -  “It is easy to take liberty for granted, 
when you have never had it taken from you”. So 
let’s cherish our freedom before it is snatched 
away from us. We would then not find ourselves 
saying, ‘What Freedom?’
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2020 - 2021 TIME TO REALIZE AND VALUE ONE’S FREEDOM
Arlene Alves - JBC, Community 3, Sector 1

This period of time has given the young and the 
old, child or teen, rich or poor, all over, time now 
to realize and value the “FREEDOM” enjoyed by us 
in normal past years. No more can we meet and 
interact with people at gatherings and functions.  
Faced by the global pandemic, we seem to be 
fighting for freedom from the deadly Coronavirus.   
It has been more than an uphill task and we yet 
have to break free from the virus and its mutants.

This pandemic is worse than the first nuclear bomb 
that was dropped at Hiroshima in 1941, when the 
world was struck with destruction and horror as 
so many lives were lost.  Today the pandemic has 
claimed millions and billions of innocent lives too. 
This has caused great worry to all and a scary and 
bleak future for the world at large. 

As India celebrates the 75th year of Independence, 
we salute and pay homage to our freedom fighters, 
martyrs and jawans, who have sacrificed their lives 
for our Country. God bless their souls and their 
families left behind.  The world still stands in need 
of liberation from war, terrorism, violence, social 
evils, inequality, human rights and injustice. 

Now it’s the second year of Covid-19 and so many 
of our doctors, nurses and others have succumbed 
while saving the lives of others.  We need to salute 
their heroic efforts and God bless their souls.

The media had been reporting  the deadly spread 
of Coronavirus, creating panic, suffering, death, 
sadness, grief, anxiety, fear, loneliness, depression 
and every sort of negativity, hopelessness and 
gloom in our daily lives. 

The progress of man’s prosperity and well-being 
has suffered immensely. The hope and strength 
to persevere has been difficult. The medical 
professionals, doctors, health workers and staff 
need to be applauded for their dedicated service 
during this time working tirelessly and selflessly.  
We pray for the efficacy of the vaccines.

The Lockdown has restricted our movement 
outside for work, study, entertainment, etc.  We 
don’t meet in our institutions and social circles.  
These challenging times have changed our 
lifestyles. With the wonder of technology, we have 
switched from work and study off-line to on-line.  
We are even blessed with on-line masses and 
other spiritual programmes on-line. Families have 
found more time to be together, sharing and caring 
for one another.

The destructive power of the virus has resulted in 
many slipping into poverty, due to the loss of their 
livelihood. Many have become orphans or widows/
widowers and wonder how to cope with the loss of 
their loved ones. There have however been many 
silent angels of God’s mercy and love who have 
reached out in many ways to bring consolation and 
relief to others.

In the book of Job is the story of the good and 
righteous man who suffers total disaster, by losing 
all his children and property and even afflicted 
with a repulsive disease. But Job does not lose his 
faith in God.  He said “I was born with nothing and 
die with nothing. The Lord gave and now He has 
taken away. May his name be praised!”  Inspite of 
everything that had happened, Job did not sin by 
blaming God.

The Lord blessed the last part of Job’s life even 
more than he had blessed the first.

So let’s not be disheartened and turn to God, 
keeping our faith, trust and hope for perpetual 
help from God at all times. As Christians, we are 
called to reach out in action to the needy and 
marginalized and all who call on our help.

This beautiful hymn gives one hope “God will 
make a way! Where there seems no way. He works 
in ways we cannot see! He will make a way for 
me…………
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What Freedom?
Francis Fernandes - Community 4, Sector 8

Seems like the Coronavirus is here to stay:

There’s certainly a possibility that we will never be 
rid of COVID-19 soon but that “it may end up being 
milder with vaccination. In the same way that the 
flu pandemic that occurred over 100 years ago had 
three waves of infections  and then was brought 
under control however we don’t know how many 
years this Covid-19 will take for us to streamline 
our life back to normal. With numbers of Delta 
variants cases on the rise the virus is evolving and 
this will further delay the entire process of bringing 
life back to Normal.

Snatching Freedom of our near & dear ones.

•First and foremost, Freedom to Health is affected. 
Both physical and psychological health needs 
special attention. There has been growing number 
of cases of depression and suicide due to Covid 
-19.
•We have no privacy as the government wants us 
to download Arogya Setu app to track infected 
persons and if found positive the name and photos 
are uploaded on social media, degrading the said 
infected person thus completely violating his 
privacy.
•We are not even able to give a decent burial to our 
near and dear ones.

•Freedom of religion is affected as all the religious 
places are closed during this lockdown period.
•Freedom to education is also affected as children 
are compelled to continue their studies through 
online classes. This affects the health of young 
children due to constant exposure to high-tech 
devices  and decreases their overall ability to learn.

In such a scenario what kind of freedom are we 
looking for?

We want freedom, that’s fine, but this should not 
bother or harm others. We cannot be selfish in 
saying, now that we are vaccinated it gives us a 
right to abuse Covid safety norms in the name of 
Freedom for our life. We need to be compassionate 
to our fellow brethren and continue wearing 
masks and maintain social distancing. Freedom 
is not about doing whatever we want, but about 
making sure that we all – each one of us, have the 
capability to satisfy our needs and wants. We need 
to change our thoughts from “I am free” narrative 
to “Let’s become free”

Vaccination might provide us “Freedom of Life” 
but what about “Freedom for our Souls” Which 
Vaccine can we take?
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FREEDOM WITH FAITH
Olga Pereira - JBC Community 3, Sector 1

“If the Son sets you free, then you will be really 
free.” (John 8:36).

Freedom is essential for us to live life in its fullness. 
We are born free and freedom is necessary to our 
well-being. It occupies an important place in our 
lives.

As we grapple the pandemic, we face a number 
of challenges in all aspects of our life – social, 
emotional, physical, intellectual and spiritual 
and in these trying times we feel our freedom 
is compromised. The corona virus has taught 
us many valuable lessons. We are collectively 
responsible for tackling the virus and making it 
extinct, it has also enhanced a spirit of altruism, 
fortitude and sacrifice, supporting one and 
another in eradicating the disastrous effects of 
Covid 19 on our human psyche. We have learnt to 
stay within the walls of our home, in the midst of a 
long Lockdown. It has deprived us of social outlets 
beyond our homes and we have to face a lot of 
hardship, loneliness and despair in all spheres of 
living. In such an atmosphere we need to have 
deep faith and entrust our lives in the hands of 
God, for as the song says, God has the whole world 

in his hands. Faith in Him will be rewarded with 
true freedom. 

As Baptized Christians, we have received the gift 
of Faith. Faith is believing in what we cannot see, 
and things hoped for. Nothing is more wonderful 
than faith, it is a moving force which cannot be 
measured, but seen in actions of those who have 
great faith in God our Father. The hand of God 
strengthens us and guides us from day to day. 

He understands all that we go through and helps 
us to embrace our sorrows, grief, uncertainty, and 
our anxieties. Faith in God fills us with confidence 
to accept our present situations and consciously 
change the way we live and ensure our freedom 
and the freedom of others by strictly following 
the safety protocols  and also lifting ourselves in 
prayer and supplication, as St. Paul rightly says, 
“Now the Lord is the Spirit and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is freedom.” (2 Corinthians 3:17).

God watches over us and He is ever ready to help 
us. God takes charge of us and protects us. We 
should never lose hope and always have faith and 
trust in God. We need to work together as a family, 
as a community to adjust to our present situation 
and reach out to one another in service, whatever 
we are capable of, so that each one benefits from 
the other and thus experience the fruit of true 
freedom in our daily lives.

Mary our Mother was assumed into heaven, 
because of her deep faith in God and as we 
celebrate the Assumption of Mother Mary and her 
triumph of faith, we invoke her intercession to instil 
and inspire us into true freedom and bless and 
protect our nation from the present tribulations. 
We entrust our lives to God’s great Mercy and His 
unconditional Love for us.

“Even with all the disappointments and defeats in 
our life, there is a God who is close to us, who calls 
us by name, who says to us, arise don’t cry, because 
I have come to set you free.” (Pope Francis).
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Necessity is blind until it becomes conscious. 
FREEDOM is the consciousness of  Necessity. 
Freedom is the state of being entirely free in 
knowing the TRUTH ( JESUS). And, living a truthful 
life, not subjected to or affected by something 
undesirable. JESUS himself emphasized on 
freedom “I am the TRUTH, the Way and the Life.” 

CORONAVIRUS is man made, by a group of elite 
people to control the freedom of all humans. It’s 
amazing how people live in faith without even 
realizing it. Right now in your home, you are living 
by faith in what the scientists, and the virus is 
telling you, our actions are the result of what we 
believe. If you notice that everybody is wearing a 
mask when going in public places and washing 
their hands till the color of their skin changes, all 
because we believe in the invisible things.  We 
have not seen the virus, you are wearing a mask, 
have you seen the virus? We believe that the virus 
can be anywhere, any time.  

When we get in trouble, we question GOD. Where 
are you? We can’t believe that GOD is everywhere. 
At all times,  we have more faith in the virus 
than GOD. We believe in the invisible virus rather 
than the invisible  Spirit of GOD and his promise, 
and experiencing peace and joy by walking in 
FAITH. We take scientists by their word, they 

have changed their facts multiple times, yet we 
examine, doubt GOD’S word. We  kept believing 
the scientists, government and Fauci, that the virus 
can be anywhere any time, we can use this as a 
springboard, that GOD‘s goodness and mercies 
will follow us through all the days of our life.  You 
believe in scientists even though their words keep 
on changing. GOD never changes, JESUS never 
changes. He is the same yesterday, and always. 
You have adapted to all the changes, by the word 
of the scientists. How much belief do we have in 
GOD’s word, His LOVE, His governance, and His 
promises?

Freedom is not given as a gift on a platter, we 
must achieve it. Freedom from the coronavirus 
or personal freedom must come from within and 
those who expect to reap the benefits of freedom 
must, like JESUS, Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther 
King, Nelson Mandela and last but not the least 
Fr. Stan Swamy, must strive to achieve freedom. 
Definitely, the death of Fr. Stan Swamy has 
illuminated our path towards freedom.  

CORONAVIRUS VIRUS seems to be the greatest 
BLUFF in human history, by a group of elite people 
and politicians, to control the freedom of all 
humans.  

Faith in Freedom
Augustine Fernandes - Community 4, Sector 2
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An Open Letter to All Priests
Dr Shirley Fernandes

On this the feast of St. John Marie Vianney,
We lift all of you up in a special way,

The rest of the year we do remember you,
As during our daily thanksgiving we pray.

You who have facilitated our entry,
Into the Christian Community of our God,
When at our Baptism you welcomed us,

Hence will receive your just reward.

Then later on confirmed us in faith,
And multiple times forgiven our sins.

The umpteen times administered Holy Communion,
So we might experience our Jesus within.

Then at the Sacrament of Matrimony,
When we decided to share our lives,

Your presence as Christ’s representative there,
United us as man and wife.

With Holy Oil you anoint us when sick,
Thanks for bringing us that strength,

To rush towards our Merciful God,
Who lovingly awaits us at life’s end.

However there remains a nameless priest,
Who each of us must thank,

The one accompanying us to our grave,
We know not who it is, so let’s be truly frank.

So may the Queen of the clergy help you,
Along with her Divine Son,

Together with the just St. Joseph,
So that God’s Kingdom will come.
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Vianney Day – August 4, 2021

August 4th, we celebrated the feast of St. John Vianney. We thank God for the gift of “The Ordained 
Priesthood”, which he has given the Church. At the Prayer Service held in our Parrish at 6.30 pm, 
we spent time praying for all the priests and particularly those who minister to us in our parish who 
have dedicated their lives to serve the Lord and his community. We continue to pray that they provide 
leadership in being Christ-like and effective witnesses to the Crucified and Risen Lord.
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Parents Day Live!
Royston Fernandes, Lourdes Colony

Whilst searching for quotes about parents, the 
one that struck me the most was, “Parental love 
is the only love that is truly selfless, unconditional 
and forgiving.” And I feel that this love must 
be celebrated each and every day of our lives, 
because whatever we do, we cannot repay the 
struggles and sacrifices our parents went through 
in order to give us a better life.

The pandemic has made our lives very uncertain 
and we aren’t able to do the things we used to 
do. Due to these uncertainties of the pandemic, 
physical celebrations as we know are curbed. 
But being the social beings that we Orlemites 
are, we needed some fun, some respite, some 
reconnection and something to celebrate at a 
Parish level! 

After hours of ideation, brainstorming, and a 
little stress taken, the organizing team decided 
to celebrate “Parents and Grandparents Day” 
virtually through “Orlem Connect” - Our official 
YouTube channel. 

The Sunday evening of 25th July, 2021 was only 
filled with the three words that make the film 
industry - entertainment, entertainment and 
entertainment! 

Songs sung by the lovely school children of our 
Parish, dance performances by our youth and for 
golden older era we had a dance for parents by 
the older parents, and a special cha-cha tutorial 
was given for the lovely Parish Fathers and 
also to make it more participatory. This was to 
only  celebrate and appreciate the parents and 

grandparents of our Parish for all that they do for 
us. 

Any show cannot be successful without the 
following – two amazingly talented comperes 
who made sure that no one had a dull moment 
even for a second and made everyone laugh 
till their tummies hurt. An amazing group of 
people handling sound, who made sure every 
requirement, was met and everything was in place 
before time. A bunch of enthusiastic youth from 
Media cell had to click pictures and cover the 
event. And most importantly thanking handmade 
beautiful and creative backdrop to seal the deal! 

We surely missed the physical presence of the 
lovely parents in our Parish, the big smiles on their 
faces and their cheerful attitude that lightens up 
the room. But due to the interaction on WhatsApp 
for the prizes and having parents join in with 
their families on Zoom added a different zing 
and made the entire occasion even more bright 
and beautiful.  Our hearts were filled with joy as 
we saw each and every person enjoying in the 
comfort of their homes and having the time of 
their lives dancing, singing, laughing and smiling! 
A definite super se bhi uppar moment!

As this was our very first virtual occasion, people 
were very quick at feedback and our WhatsApp 
was loaded with great comments which were 
surely a cherry on top of the cake as it assured 
us that our event was a great success!  At the end 
of it, we want you to know - we love you and we 
appreciate you parents and Parents out side India 
too! Hope to meet you all soon!
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Parent’s Day in pictures – Celebration 
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Parent’s Day in pictures – Celebration 
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Parent’s Day in pictures – Celebration 
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Parent’s Day in pictures – Celebration 
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Parent’s Day in pictures – Celebration 
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Parent’s Day in pictures – Celebration 
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Parent’s Day in pictures – Celebration 
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Parent’s Day - Capture the Caption Contest 

2nd place 
Nisha Garry Emily  

and  
Sarah  Gomes 
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Parent’s Day - Capture the Caption Contest 

The Generations That UNWIND Together BIND TOGETHER 

My Grandfather,  
My Father and  
me watch the  

Tokyo Olympics 

MY GRANDMA BRINGS IN HER BIRTHDAY WITH  
ME AND MY 96 YEAR OLD  GREAT-GRANDMA. 
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Parent’s Day - “Make a Grand line” contest 

 
 
 

1st Prize 
Mihika Bora 

 
Grandparents are someone with a silver  lining in their  hair 

and Gold in their heart.  
Grandparents make a bridge from past to present and into 

the future.  
 
 

2nd Prize 
Jill Forte 

 
Grandparents are indispensable pious solution for 

memorable long lasting relations.  
 
 

3rd prize  
Griselda Lopez 

 
GRAND PARENTS are  pAR GraNDE EXCellente.  
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Parent’s Day in pictures – Prize winners 
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Parent’s Day in pictures – Prize winners 

2nd Place  
Nisha, Gary, Sarah and Emily Gomes 

Capture the Caption 
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Parent’s Day in pictures – Prize winners 
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Parent’s Day in pictures – Prize winners 
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OLLC Endeavours to Help the Needy in these Challenging Times

The pandemic has brought in its wake a series of 
events, both unexpected and unprecedented. We 
have been challenged in the most fundamental 
manner and we have had to face every kind of 
deprivation as well as impediment – physical, 
mental, emotional, economic, financial as well 
as spiritual. Never before have people felt more 
isolated, anxious or in need of support and 
succor. Life has been thrown completely out of 
gear and we are left clueless about what normal 
means anymore. That is why, we who believe 
in the Christian faith, are called upon to feel 
deeper compassion, greater empathy and a soul 
connection with all our suffering brothers and 
sisters. 

This report gives details of the work done by OLLC 
in this pandemic reaching out to the most needy:  

Since 2020, the Divine Mercy Cell has organized 
and provided breakfast to the poor of our parish, 
municipal workers and beggars. Medicines 
are distributed to the old, sick and disabled. 
Fruits, eggs, vegetables, milk, etc., from our 
community fridge are provided to the poor and 
the marginalized.

Patients in different hospitals were provided with 
food-tiffin, fruits, eggs, etc., through our volunteers 
who would reach them on their two-wheelers, 
vehicles and other means of transportation. Our 
volunteers provided ration, food, fruits, to the 
lonely and also to families infected with Covid, 
who pleaded with us for help. As per their request, 
our volunteers with their vehicles, reached out 
to people as far as Andheri, Borivali, Chembur, 
Thane, etc. 

Hotel boys, rickshaw drivers, barbers, 
construction workers, sex workers, were provided 
with financial help and ration. Trans-genders from 
Malwani area, were provided with financial help, 
ration, towels, bed sheets, etc.

We helped other poor parishes and mission 

stations financially, with food grains, groceries, 
etc. Two thousand face masks were distributed 
to the poor.  Also steam inhalers were given. 
Through Church announcements and flyers 
to parishioners requests were sent to identify 
and send poor and needy people to the church. 
Our volunteers reached out to senior citizens 
and lonely parishioners, who couldn’t buy food 
and medicines.  We also announced in church 
that those who needed help to buy essentials, 
medicines, etc., could contact respective 
volunteers who reached out to them. 

 Facilitating the jobless: 

Many people, who lost their jobs during the 
pandemic, were helped by buying from them the 
fish, vegetables and fruits which they sold to 
make their living and this in turn we distributed 
to the poor, the needy and the Covid affected 
people. We helped the farmers from Gorai to 
sell their produce in our church premises on 3 
occasions, when they sold their vegetables, dry 
fish, masalas, pickles, etc. Housemaids, who lost 
their jobs during the pandemic, were helped with 
ration, vegetables, fruits, eggs, etc. Medical bills 
of certain Covid patients were settled

Accommodation:

The following were given accommodation in the 
school and food and toiletries provided.

Nurses, doctors, ward boys, who couldn’t go 
home last year for fear of passing on the infection 
to their family.
Those who were quarantined and couldn’t afford 
hotel stay were accommodated for 15 days.

Migrants:

Fifty-four migrants were given travelling allowance 
to proceed to their home towns. People who 
couldn’t pay their house rent, were provided with 
due amounts.
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A counselling week was arranged where 
professional counsellors from outside were 
called to address people’s mental issues like 
fear, depression, anxiety, stress, etc.  Mr. Sayyed 
Hasan, a counselor, was specially called to 
address the concerns of people of other faiths 
and also those who were unable to communicate 
in English. 

Prayatna, gave personal protection equipment to 
hospitals and labs.  They have also been preparing 
fresh meals and supplying it in the slum areas.

Festivals celebrated: 

Diwali time, poor Hindus affected by the pandemic 
were identified and Diwali hampers were handed 
over to them in our church premises. An Iftaar 
party was arranged for Muslim families who were 
affected by the pandemic and meals and gifts 
were packed and handed over to the identified 
families of our locality. During Christmas and 
Easter, breakfast and meals were served to the 
poor of our parish.

School going children: 

(i)  Fees:  Many poor families affected by 
the pandemic, whose children study in St. Anne’s 
School, were helped by generous sponsors.  Fees 
of 300 poor children, whose parents were jobless, 
were paid. 
(ii) With digital divide proving to be the 
biggest hurdle in online education, we stepped in, 
to bridge the gap, & ensure that our poor children, 
who do not have access to internet connection, 
do not miss out on their education.  We bought 
mobiles for the children.  Our parishioners 
donated cell phones and laptops, to help the poor 
students to complete their online classes.
(iii) We also provided needy students with 
note books and stationery.

Monsoon project: 

Raincoats, umbrellas, plastic sheets were 
distributed to those affected by the pandemic.  
When the recent Cyclone Taukate wrecked many 

homes, our school premises were thrown open 
to those whose houses were damaged and all 
these people were provided with food, toiletries 
and shelter.  The following day, all those whose 
houses were flooded with water dripping from 
their roof-tops, were provided with plastic sheets.

Spiritual:  

Requiem Mass was held for the souls of all those 
who passed away due to Covid and couldn’t have 
a funeral mass.
Fathers of the Parish facilitated Confessions for 
the sick and home bound while adhering to the 
COVID protocol. 

In an attempt to help citizens of all faith, we 
started a Covid-19 Vaccination Centre in our 
Church premises with the BMC.  Covishield 
vaccine is being administered at our centre.

All this was possible because of the incredible 
generosity of our parishioners.  They stood by 
us, motivated us, donated in cash and kind and 
encouraged us for helping out and reaching 
out to the poor, the marginalised, the needy, the 
senior citizens and the lonely.  The parish council 
members, the animators, the Divine Mercy group 
members, all contributed in helping and reaching 
out. God Bless one and all !
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Silver Jubilee of the Moving Church
Gloria Mendonca, Dominic Colony Lane 1

On July 4th, 2021 the Moving Church Members 
had a zoom meeting at 8.00 pm coming together 
as one body of the Moving Church to thank the 
Lord for blessing our Ministry and our founder 
Sr. Cordelia who is always praying for us.

Today is a milestone for the Moving Church as 
we complete 25 years – our Silver Jubilee in this 
Ministry.

Our Leader Gloria and our Word Minister Jane 
coordinated the prayer service.  Gloria began with 
a hymn to the Holy Spirit followed by Praise and 
Worship where all members participated.  Our 
Word Minister Jane read the Word of God from 
the book of Genesis where Abraham pleads with 
God to save the righteous from being destroyed 
with the wicked in Sodom and Gomorrah.  She 
enlightened us on the importance of being 

intercessors, being humble and having a close 
relationship with God.

The members were then asked to speak about 
their experience in the Moving Church.  Most 
of the member felt a sense of belonging as one 
family who shared their ups and downs their 
joys and pain.  The members were committed to 
their motto of praying for the sick the lonely and 
bereaved.

Angela said the thanksgiving prayer where she 
thanked God for Sister Cordelia, Gloria our Leader, 
Jane our Word Minister and all our members who 
have actively contributed to this ministry

The meeting ended with a prayer and hymn to 
Mother Mary.
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