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Fr Joseph David, Fr Kelvin Santis, Fr Clifton Mendonca 
and Fr Cedric Rosario at Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

Orlem, to celebrate Mass. 

Ordinations
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SPIRITUAL

United in Faith & Solidarity
Fr. Cedric Rosario

Every year the parish devotes much thought 
towards the mission statement which would be 
the focus of all pastoral activities in the ensuing 
year. The Covid-19 pandemic may have played 
spoilsport for a significant part of this year, yet 
every cloud has a silver lining.

While the pandemic exposed many of our 
vulnerabilities, it made us realize how 
dependent we are on each other, it also provided 
valuable insights into things that are essential 
and those which are not. Our faith even though 
hampered from being exercised sacramentally, 
nevertheless has served as the greatest armor 
during these troubled times. All of us found 
new ways of keeping alive the flame of faith in 
our hearts. Our faith is what unites us and it is 
in faith that we encounter Christ who comforts 
us and journeys with us during these challenging 
times.

St. James reminds us rather forcefully that our 
faith needs to be manifested in our actions; 
indeed it must be the bedrock upon which our 
Christian life is built (cf. Jas 2:14-17). The latest 
encyclical of Pope Francis Fratelli Tutti invites 
humanity to take a step towards this direction. 
We as Christians are invited to translate our 
faith into concrete actions. The Holy Father 
stresses on the need to build bridges of solidarity 
especially with the poor, the marginalized, those 
facing unjust discrimination and exploitation of 
any kind.

Following the clarion call of the Holy Father 
to work towards realizing a world where all 
peoples truly recognize and feel a sense of 
belongingness towards each other, the parish 
team, in consultation with the Parish Pastoral 
Council had decided to adopt as its mission 
statement for the year 2021: “United in Faith 
and Solidarity”

Accordingly, even as the world continues to 
battle the uncertainties and confusion that has 
been unleashed by the pandemic, we are called 
to latch on to our faith and translate it into acts 
of love towards all, breaking the barriers of 
caste, creed, language, sex etc.

Let us then break forth the shackles of division in 
our lives and reach out to the vulnerable and the 
needy as we do our bit towards constructing a 
world devoid of conflict and hate and abounding 
in love and solidarity, a world which is inclusive 
wherein every person will find a home and a 
sense of acceptance and belongingness.
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EDITORIAL

The Lowly Babe at Christmas - J E S U S
Melville X. D’Souza

Do you feel threatened by the birth of a child, 
whether it is in your own family circle or in your 
neighbourhood or in society, or anywhere for 
that matter? Isn’t the birth of a child a happy 
moment for all. 

More than 2000 years ago, a child was born in 
the little town of Bethlehem. He was born in a 
lowly stable, as there was no place for him in the 
inn. The saviour of the world, born in a manger - 
a lowly child - That child was JESUS!

Did anyone feel threatened by the birth of 
Jesus? Yes, it did! King Herod, the king of Judea 
at that time, which was under the influence of 
Roman Empire, felt threatened by the birth of 
that Lowly child, Jesus. Why? Was Jesus coming 
to take over his Kingdom? The threat seemed 
so real that he ordered the killing of all the first 
born male, in the land, in order to get rid of the 
baby Jesus. An unsensational birth managed to 
create a sensation in the world. Alas, Jesus did 
come into the world to set up his Kingdom but 
it was not to be a physical Kingdom. Yet, the 
nations bowed down before that lowly child. 
Wise men paid humble tributes to Jesus. Does it 
seem a little intriguing to know that a lowly child 
could humble the world? An American authour, 
Christopher (Criss) Jami says, “Sometimes it 
takes a lowly, title-less man to humble the world. 
Kings, rulers, CEOs, judges, doctors, pastors, 
they are already expected to be greater and 

wiser.” Yes, Jesus came into this world as a lowly 
child to humble the world. That lowly baby 
Jesus had come to rule our hearts.

If a lowly babe shook the Roman Empire more 
than 2000 years ago, today, a tiny little virus 
has entered this world, threatening the very 
survival of mankind. That tiny virus, called the 
CORONAVIRUS, has created a sensation in this 
world. It has shut down almost the entire world. 
Just like king Herod ordered the killing of the 
innocents, this tiny virus has been killing human 
lives since the past few months. The whole world 
is battling this tiny virus but getting nowhere 
close to conquering it.

Today, it seems like the world has also been 
affected by a virus called ‘SIN’. We had got 
so caught up in this fast paced, mad, frantic, 
materialistic world where everybody was trying 
to get the better of others, trying to outdo each 
other. And so, this coronavirus is seen as some 
kind of a ‘pause’ button. Suddenly, the mad rush 
has stopped. Everybody is wondering what hit 
them. Everything else has taken a backseat. It 
is now a matter of survival. 

In the circumstances, we are unable to celebrate 
Christmas in the usual, traditional manner. It 
may seem so awkward to celebrate this great 
feast in an unusual manner. However, while we 
celebrate Christmas this year, we need to think 
of all those new-born infants or small children 
who have been abandoned by their parents for 
whatever reason - lack of responsibility, money, 
whatever. Can we see Jesus in those abandoned 
children - the ‘lowly’ ones?

Jesus may have come into this world as a lowly 
babe at Bethlehem, but, are we going to let Him 
remain the ‘lowly’ child in the crib? Jesus comes 
as a saviour, to give us new life, a new hope, in 
the face of this pandemic, COVID-19. With faith 
in Jesus, we can overcome this deadly virus. 
We can still celebrate Christmas if we can see 
‘CHRIST’ in Christ-mas!
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SPIRITUAL

CHRISTMAS : The Story of Love
Fr. Stephen Kika

All of us are familiar with the story of Christmas. 
It is a story of love and sacrifice, of obedience 
and unity. Can it be the story of our own family 
and of our own lives? Mary, Joseph and Jesus 
obeyed the will of God therefore we call them 
the Holy Family. 

 Christmas carols bring joy and liveliness. 
Christmas sweets bring smile and cheerfulness. 
Christmas decorations bring beauty. Overall, the 
Christmas season brings a lot of positivity. But is 
this positivity limited to our family only or does 
it reach out to the lonely, the sick and the needy? 
We would find more happiness in sharing the joy 
of Christmas with the less fortunate. 

There was an old monk who was on the verge 
of death. Nobody visited him since everyone 
was busy preparing themselves for Christmas. 
That same night the old monk had a dream. He 
saw in the dream Mary and Joseph knocking at 

the door of his heart, asking him, “Please open 
your heart. We want to give birth to our child 
Jesus in your heart because the outside world 
is full of corruption, enmity, anger and lust. We 
cannot find a decent place to give birth to our 
baby Jesus.” 

Jesus our Saviour was born on Christmas Day 
and he spent his life reaching out to the sick, the 
lonely, the rejected. He brought a smile on their 
faces. He  brought them back to their family, to 
their community. He brought back to them the 
love of their loved ones. 

The famous song ‘It’s Love that makes the world 
go round’  shows us the true spirit of Christmas. 
At this Christmas let us be an instrument of Love 
& Peace. Let our Christmas be centred on the 
values of Jesus. Only then shall we be able to 
celebrate the real Christmas.



Reaching Out - December 2020
8 9

FEATURE

Jesus – A Lowly Child
Francis Fernandes Community 4, Sector 8

Jesus was born in a very unhygienic place where 
they keep animals’ i.e. ‘the Manger’. Christmas 
is a very important festival however, Christmas 
has meaning only if we believe that Jesus was 
born to die for us. Jesus was born for Good 
Friday and a Glorious Easter.

The three Kings/wise men offered precious 
gifts to our Lord and Saviour. What are we going 
to offer him? We need to offer him the best of 
ourselves as he provides us Eternal Life. 

Jesus was born in a poor family to Mary and 
Joseph. God did not want to portray Jesus as a 
rich person as his poverty resembled that of the 

majority of people who were poor. Also, all the 
riches in the world cannot provide you the road 
to heaven. As Jesus was poor in material riches, 
so we too must be ready to give up on earthly 
riches to be his disciples. Jesus came to fill the 
hole of spiritual poverty lacking in us due to our 
sins.

When Jesus was born, there was no room for 
Jesus. Even today this is true, as the pleasures 
and cares of this world cause us to invariably say 
that we have no room for Jesus in our hearts.

The Old Testament gives us glimpses in 
preparation for the coming of Jesus. The New 
Testament fulfilled the scriptures as God sent 
his son in flesh to walk the talk with man. History 
shows that Man has always been ungrateful right 
from our Foster Parents, Adam and Eve, to this 
generation. We are stingy with our gratefulness 
and greedy with our desires.

God gave us the greatest gift of his son Jesus 
and what we do of this gift, we rejected this too. 
We are so much blinded by the glamour and 
pleasures of this world that Jesus comes last.

We only need Jesus in our lives when we meet 
difficult situations like this pandemic etc. I feel 
we are always waiting for some sort of pandemic 
to take place in our lives then only we will call 
out to our Lord for his mighty help. Jesus is so 
merciful that though he knows that we are 
crying to him out of our selfishness, he still has 
pity on us and does things in our best interests, 
in his time.

We pray that this Christmas be filled with Christ 
in our heart and his love flows for our fellow 
brethren.

God loves us so much that I sometimes wonder 
whether he loved us more than his son that he 
sent his only son on earth to die for our sins. Let 
us acknowledge our own unworthiness for this 
gift of Jesus and thank Abba Father. 
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Jesus Our Light Amid Darkness & Our Hope Amid Despair
Arlene Alves - Comm-3 JBC, Sec. 1

Jesus’s entry into the world is a break of a 
new day as light shining in the darkness. Two 
thousand years ago, Jesus came into this world, 
God’s most beautiful gift to this world. Jesus, 
although King of heaven and earth, was born in 
lowliness and humbleness, in all simplicity. 

Mother Mary gave birth to His son in a stable 
where He lay in a manger, wrapped in swaddling 
clothes. The angel said to the shepherds “Don’t 
be afraid! I am here with good news for us which 
will bring great joy to all the people”. “This very 
day in David’s town your Savior was born – Christ 
the Lord!”. Though Jesus Christ was rich, He was 
born poor and lowly and from his poverty, He 
made us rich so that we may proclaim Christ in 
body and spirit. Jesus was sent into this world to 
save mankind from sin. 

Jesus was meek and humble of heart and was 
obedient unto death to fulfill God’s plan. He 
served mankind with humility, gentleness, 
kindness and selfless love and compassion. 
“Blessed are the meek for they will inherit 
the kingdom of God”. This is what one of the 
beatitudes teaches us.

Though He was master and Lord, He chose 
disciples from ordinary people, like fishermen, 
to proclaim the word of God. Jesus always 
encouraged people to follow the right path and 
yearn for justice and truth and to live the faith as 
His true disciples. 

“Take up my yoke and learn from me as I am 
gentle and lowly of heart” says the Lord. He 
emptied himself taking the form of a slave, 
becoming human in every way. He was humbler 
yet, even to accept death on the cross and for 
this, God raised him high and gave him the name 
“Jesus”, a name above all other names, so that 
every knee shall bow and every tongue should 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” Thus Jesus, being in the 
form of God, totally emptied himself for us and 
that is His unconditional love for each of us.
Christmas invites us to be lamp lighters and 
challenges us to recognize and receive Jesus as 
our light, bringing joy and cheer in this suffering 
world of pain, misery, illness, sadness, loneliness, 
anxiousness, hopelessness and in these suffering 
times of Covid-19.

As we look forth to the birth of Jesus in our 
hearts again, we pray “Shine, Jesus shine, fill this 
land with the Father’s glory, Lord, let there be 
light in the midst of the darkness.”
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JESUS – OUR EMMANUEL
Olga Pereira, JBC Community 3, Sector 1

“While they were in Bethlehem, the time came 
to her to have her baby. She gave birth to her 
first son, wrapped him in clothes and laid him in 
a manger - there was no room for them to stay in 
the inn. (Luke 2:6,7)

Jesus the beloved Son of God our Abba 
Father, becomes human like us but chose be 
born in a stable. In His great love for us, Jesus 
the Son of God becomes our Emmanuel, an 
act of humility personified. His lowly birth in 
simplicity and poverty, defined His mission to 
reach out to all mankind, the rich, the learned, 
those in authority and leaders of the Earth, He 
has special love for the poor, the disinherited, 
the outcast migrants and those who work hard 
but because of their circumstances are unable 
to find food, shelter, proper clothing. They 
depend on Divine Providence, and rightly so. His 
first manifestation was to the simple folk, the 
shepherds and the goatherds and then to the 
wise and learned seekers who recognised the 
Prince of Peace in the lowly babe.

Jesus comes to us today once again, to be one 
with Humankind, as we go through a pandemic, 
that has made our lives topsy turvy and brought 
drastic challenges, from which we cannot 
escape. The significance of this Christmas is to 
renew our deep love and faith in the Incarnate 
Jesus, the Word made Flesh for us and let Jesus 
be a turning point in our lives, for He is the light 
that shines in darkness and He alone can bring 
hope and healing. He will not abandon us, He 
will help us to rebuild and restore and He calls 
out to each one of us, “Come to me, all you who 
are tired from carrying heavy loads, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke and put it on you, 
and learn from me, because I am gentle and 
humble in spirit; and you will find rest. (Mathew 
11:28,29). 

Jesus the Healer, will shine His light on our 
gloom and sadness and He is close to us if we 
call on him in Prayer.. Jesus our great Physician 
healed all types of physical and spiritual 
infirmities during his stay on Earth. We need 
Jesus to come to the Bethlehem of our families 
and our community and the larger community 
of mankind and implore Jesus to heal our fears 
and our anxiety, our insecurities and help us 
to pick up the pieces of our brokenness. The 
choice is ours, to let Jesus Our Healer in our 
families, into our personal life by trusting Him 
and surrendering ourselves to His care and 
protection, and as Isaiah prophesised, “He has 
endured the sufferings that should be ours and 
the pain that should be ours and by His bruises 
we are healed.”

This Christmas, Jesus is calling us to spread the 
Joy of Living, and Giving to those who are in 
need so that all of us live in peace and harmony 
and spread the Joy of the Humble Babe of 
Bethlehem. Wishing all of us A JOY FILLED 
CHRISTMAS AND A BLEST AND HOPE FILLED 
NEW YEAR 2021.
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The Lowly Babe – Jesus King of Kings
Angela Fernandes

She brought forth her first born son, wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no room in the inn 
(Luke 2-6:7).

Jesus was born as a helpless, vulnerable and 
dependant newborn, a lowly child whose 
incarnation was a reflection of God’s character 
and heart. For love sake, he humbled himself and 
became poor. He did not regard equality with 
God, a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself 
to take the form of a suffering servant, being 
made in the likeness of man.

Jesus was born in fulfillment of God’s pre-world 
plan to become a divine human being. The road 
to Calvary for Jesus began on day one.

When we juxtapose Jesus King of Kings with 
Herod the great, the Roman king of Judah, a 
clear picture of Jesus, comes to my minds eye, 
for unto us a child is born, King of all creation, 
came he to the world forlorn, the Lord of every 
nation. Can we say this of Herod, certainly not.

Herod was King of the Jewish nation. He lived 
in constant fear. He had got John the Baptist 
beheaded. Everyone who does evil, hates the 
Light, because their evil will be exposed. When 
the three kings informed Herod that they have 
seen portends showing the birth of the King of 
the Jews, Herod was troubled. He was afraid that 
this lowly forlorn child Jesus would take over 
his throne. He wanted to kill Jesus. In Mathew’s 
gospel we are told that Herod’s fear reached its 
zenith and culminated in the massacre of the 
Holy innocence (children 1 year and below). 
Joseph however was warned in a dream to take 
the child and his mother to Egypt, and so child 
Jesus was saved. 

God uses the weak to shame the strong (1 Cor 
1:26-29). God dwells with the contrite and 
lowly of spirit, in order to revive the spirit of the 
lowly and revive the heart of the contrite (Isaiah 
57:15). Jesus humbled himself by becoming 

obedient unto death, death on the cross. God 
exalted him and bestowed on Him the name 
which is above every name.

The corona virus convulses planet earth without 
immunity. Self quarantine has become a Lenten 
imposition even upon the faithless. All efforts 
are on to contain this pandemic, a viral villain 
we cannot see. In comparison to Jesus, this 
virus pales, because Jesus is the omnipotent, all 
powerful God. This lowly God-child sees super-
powers kneel before him, when threatened with 
the corona virus. The imbroglio caused by this 
corona virus has shaken the world economy. 
Jesus saves us from sin but not from suffering 
and death. This lowly God-child obedient to his 
parents and to Abba Father, descends deep into 
our humanity to share suffering with us, obedient 
to his parents and to God. Can the corona virus 
poses a threat to Jesus, certainly not, as there 
is no problem too great that God cannot solve, 
no mountain too tall that he cannot move. Let 
us come with humble and contrite hearts to this 
lowly God child to save us from this pandemic 
and to bless our Government and our economy.
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A person was taken on a Heavenly tour and 
visited various departments that functioned 
there. He found that people working in the 
petitions, requests, wishes and dreams section 
were very busy, while the section handling 
gratitude barely had any work! On asking why, 
the angel who was his tour guide, explained that 
the long lists of things people wanted God to 
do for them never ceased, however once their 
prayers were answered barely a handful came 
back to say a heartfelt ‘Thank You’.

I have always wondered why we wait for people 
to end their tenure at an organization and host a 
farewell party to sing aloud their praises, while 
throughout their term we may have barely 
acknowledged or valued their presence. Even 
worse, we proclaim our long list of Thank Yous 
at the person’s funeral, where s/he cannot even 
hear us anymore! 

Why can’t we be grateful towards people and life 
events as we encounter them daily? Wouldn’t 
that make life so much more meaningful? The 
receiver would feel appreciated inspiring 
them to do even more, the giver would feel an 
unexplained sense of joy at having brought a 
smile to someone’s face & heart and it just might 
set off a chain reaction of happiness. That’s all 
that’s really required to make a difference.

Strange as it might sound, most of the times, we 
don’t know why, how and when to say Thank 
You! We are so enveloped in our ‘problems’ and 
so focused on everything that is wrong that we 
just cannot perceive so much that is right. We 
are very busy comparing and contrasting our 
lives with others and so we fail to notice the 
beauty that exists in our own. We take several 
things for granted and experience a sense of 
entitlement due to which many aspects of life 
that are actually blessings are ignored.

For instance, how often have we thanked people 
who inconspicuously make our life easier? One 

may recall the ‘jaadu ki jappi’ scene from the 
Hindi movie ‘Munnabhai MBBS’ where the main 
protagonist hugs and thanks a hospital janitor 
for silently working faithfully over the years. 
The attitude change that tiny thoughtful gesture 
caused in his life is a lesson in itself. We never fail 
to scold someone for a job undone, but refrain 
from expressing a simple ‘Thank you’ when a 
job is done well. We mostly bypass it saying 
‘It’s their job and they’re paid to do it’. Agree! 
But sometimes wouldn’t a timely little word of 
appreciation, a gentle encouraging smile or just 
a sympathetic look go miles to warm a person’s 
heart and help him/her feel acknowledged, 
accepted and appreciated? In fact, deep down 
aren’t those the basic needs of every human 
being?

One way to begin is by making a list of people, 
attributes, situations and experiences we are 
grateful for in life. Make it today as tomorrow 
may never come. At the start, the list will be 
pretty short; as we go along consistently making 
it a way of life, the list will grow longer. Our 
mindset and perception will gradually change 
and we will soon be able to decipher blessings 
even amidst life’s trials and challenges. And then 
along with gratitude we will for sure discover an 
amazing sense of joy, peace and contentment.

“Rejoice always,  pray without ceasing,  give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you” – 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18

Happy Thanksgiving, everyday!

Thank you!
#HappyThanksgiving #givethanks #gratitude #thanksgiving

Sonia Rodrigues, JBC Sunder Lane
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Frozen Bites 
Wide range of  

Branded Frozen Packed Meats 

Call to avail of Attractive Offers 

Free same Day home delivery, 

within Malad area 
 

Contact No: Philip  8369566670  / Whatsapp No: 
9930602753 
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HAPPENING

Our community feels so blessed that in-spite of 
the current pandemic, the Sector Rosary was 
conducted throughout the month of October, 
with the same devotion and dedication with 
which it is done every year. This year an Online 
Rosary was organised every evening at 8pm, 
using the Zoom platform. The commitment of 
our Youth Animator Kirk Mathias along with 
the assistance of Animator Francis Fernandes 
was evident in the way they handled the virtual 
medium and coordinated with the participating 
families every evening of the whole month.

We were fortunate to have Fr. Clifton Lobo 
join us with his blessings on the first day of the 
Rosary. Kudos to the Parish Councillor, Belinda 
Monteiro and her team of animators for planning 
the Rosary so meticulously. Families recited 
the Rosary and sang hymns in both English and 
Konkani. It was delightful to hear the children 
from Suman building enthusiastically animating 
the rosary one evening.

The creativity and reverence with which each 
lead family recited the rosary everyday was an 
uplifting experience and a reassurance that in 
spite of the challenging situation around us Jesus 
is in control. The Lord truly works in mysterious 
ways as the online Rosary enabled us to connect 
with members of our Sector who signed in from 
the US, UK, Dubai and Goa, making us a truly 
global community.

This beautiful initiative of an Online Sector 
Rosary ended with the encouraging words and 
blessings of Fr. Michael Pinto on the final day.On 
behalf of the whole Sector, I wish to thank our 
Parish Counsellor and her team of animators, 
who went out of their comfort zone to reach 
out to all members of the Sector and unite us in 
prayer.

The Rosary Continues With Devotion & Dedication
Mrs. A. Dias. Zone - 4 Sector 8 (Nivedita Community)

Wow! What a year this has been. While our 
world’s turned topsy-turvy, who could have 
imagined that there would be a day where we 
would be unable to visit our holy temple - the 
Church?

October is the Month of our Mother Mary. It’s 
sad that we can’t get the statue of Mother Mary 
to our homes, this year. But where there is a 
will, there is a way. The virus could not stop us 
from connecting as a community to recite the 
Rosary  to our Mother. On 24th  October, we 
came together as a community to pray to our 
Mama Mary to help us get out of this pandemic 
soon. With each decade we prayed for those 

affected by the virus, the lonely, health workers, 
our priests and members of our community.

With complete social distancing, we prayed 
together through an e-Session on Zoom. It was 
lovely to see little children, the youngsters and 
the young at heart elderly community members, 
few of them after a very long time. We may not 
have had the  Channas,  but we chatted to our 
heart’s content and felt really good connecting 
with each other after the Rosary. May Mother 
Mary bless our families and we look forward 
to getting our Mother to our homes next year!

Where There is a Will, There is a Way… 
Connect Amidst Lock-Down!

Florinda Fernandes Community Mith Chowky, Sector 1
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We are living in unprecedented times, where 
each day brings new challenges our way. In 
addition, the tragic pandemic has claimed the 
lives of so many people making this phase even 
more difficult. Losing a loved one is a grief 
not easy to overcome; and not being able to 
celebrate a funeral mass for a deceased member 
is a pain one could have never imagined. This 
was indeed a great burden that every family who 
lost a loved one during the pandemic carried in 
their hearts. Keeping this in mind, three prayer 
services were conducted during the pandemic, 
at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Orlem, to honor 
and pray for the deceased. This initiative truly 
helped to ease the pain of the grieving families.

During the last couple of days before All Souls’ 
Day, a few messages were being circulated on 
social media, which stated that this year the 
graveyards would be closed on All Souls’ Day, 
and that the faithful would not be allowed to 
visit the graves of their loved ones. This led to 
a lot of panic and distress. However, the prayer 
service on All Souls’ Day conducted by Deacon 
Cedric where he led the people in praying 
for each and every person who left for their 

heavenly abode during the pandemic, by calling 
out their names was indeed a beautiful way of 
expressing love and respect for the deceased 
members of our community. The prayer 
service was also an occasion of catechesis as 
Deacon communicated to us that after death, 
the faithful departed continue their spiritual 
journey by being cleansed and readied for the 
moment when they will see God face to face. It 
is a journey rooted in faith, sustained by hope 
and fostered by love. It was a blessed assurance 
to the families of the deceased that their loved 
ones now rest in the Lord.

Besides this, the church also ensured that 
the graveyard was cleaned well in advance, 
decorated with flowers and lights, and that 
every grave was blessed by our parish priests. 
This kind gesture was indeed heart-warming.

We are grateful to all the priests of our parish 
for their unfailing support and love, especially 
for making All Souls’ Day in our parish so 
meaningful and graceful and most importantly 
in providing succor to the grieving. 

A Blessed Assurance!
Renita Sequeira

!COCKROACH MENACE! 
For Total Extermination 

Call 
PEST-TREAT 

(Pest Control Service) 
Member – PCAI 

Termite, Rodent, Bugs, etc 
Odourless, Spray, Herbal & Gel Treatment 

Elias 
Gonsalves 

 
28832959  

9820666582 
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The 3 Prize-winners of the CHILDREN'S DAY 2020 DRAWING-
COLOURING CONTEST  with the 2 judges on 15 November,  
Mithchowki Community, Mary Help of Christians Sector   

1st Place: LISHA REDDY,  
2nd Place: ROMIK REDDY,   
3rd Place: DEON MENEZES 

CHILDREN’S DAY CELEBRATIONS 
Children’s Day Celebrations
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Children are a Gift from God and God’s way of 
telling us that he loves us and cares for us. Every 
new born child assures us that God still loves us 
and cares for us.

We the Animators of St. Joseph Community 
JBC Celebrated Children’s day on the 14th 
of November 2020 by having an online Snack 
Making and Fancy Dress competition and 
distribution of goodies and prizes. We as 
animators also reached out to the children of all 
faiths within the sector.

This year Children’s day coincided with Diwali 
the festival of lights and as we went around to 
meet the children, the elders of other faiths 
appreciated our efforts in reaching out to their 
children, which in their words they expressed 
their thanks to the Parish for reaching out to 
them. 

This brought about a sense of bonding and unity 
especially in these troubled divisive times. Over 
all a pleasant experience for all those involved in 
this community bonding activity.

Children’s Day Celebrations
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Children’s Day Special titled ‘Nivedita’s 
Got Talent’ was organized  by our  sector 
to celebrate our Children , their Talents, 
their Dreams and Aspirations! The 
Children’s Day Talent Contest included 
category wise  virtual competitions 
like  Singing, Drawing and Colouring, 
Dancing , Best out of Waste and Essay 
Writing for children  aged  2  years to 
16 years. The Talent Contest provided 
a platform to our children to showcase 
their skills and  talents, besides making 
them feel happy and special . The fact 
that the participants had no audience 
to witness their performance or 
applaud them did not dampen their 
spirits . They displayed their artistic 
and aesthetic skills through their  
enthusiastic participation making the 
virtual Children’s Day programme a 
grand success. 

Incidentally the essays on the 
‘Global Pandemic’ written by the 
teenage group  revealed a mature 
understanding of the Covid 19 
pandemic and its implications. In all 
probability the  contest provided a 
first time  opportunity to the  little 
ones aged 2 to 4 years to participate 
in a competition. For my 3 year old  
grandson, Aaryan , who  participated  
in the Singing competition, it  was a 
novel and an exciting experience as 
he proudly accepted  the  certificate 
and trophy for the second place  from 
our Parish Councillor, Mrs Belinda 
Monteiro who personally visited the 
homes of the participants to present 
participation certificates and prizes 
to the winners. Kudos to our Parish 
Councillor and Animators for their 
efforts to enhance community life !

Nivedita’s Got Talent
Annie Braganza, Community 4 Sector 8
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JBC Community -  All Saints Sector 1  
 

Virtual Children’s Day was celebrated. Kids received a hamper followed by a quiz, 
scavenger hunt, colouring, magic show and origami diya making.   A few members went 

around giving street children and young mothers hot lunch boxes. 

Remembering Chacha Nehru and especially 
God’s love for the little ones, we celebrated 
Children’s Day. Snacks were distributed in the 
morning and in the evening we met virtually 
via the Google platform.  We made a creative 
PowerPoint presentation appreciating  the 

children of our zone. We had exciting games 
along with light music. Prizes will be given to 
the winners. A spectacular dance performance 
by children and an exciting muppet show was 
performed.  It was a memorable evening.

Somwar Bazaar Community, St Thomas the Apostle Sector 1

JBC Community - All Saints Sector 1


